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far it can serve ihat purpose, must be judged by experi-
ence. A political system and an economic experiment
which subordinate the man of flesh and blood to an
imaginary collective ego, be it the nation or a class, can-
not possibly be the suitable means for the attainment of
the goal of freedom. On the one hand, it is absurd to
argue that negation of freedom will lead to freedom:
and, on the other hand, it is not freedom to sacrifice the
individual at the altar of an imaginary collective ego.
Any social philosophy or scheme of social reconstruction
which does not recognise the sovereignty of the indivi-
dual, and dismisses the ideal of freedom as an empty
abstraction, can have no more than a very limited pro-
gressive and revolutionary significance.

NINE

THE STATE BEING THE POLITICAL ORGANISATION OF SOCIETY,
its withering away under Communism is a Utopia which
has been exploded by experience. Planned economy on
the basis of socialised industries presupposes a powerful
political machinery. Democratic control of that machi-
nery alone can guarantee freedom under the new order.
Planning of production for use is possible on the basis
of political democracy and individual freedom.

TEN

STATE OWNERSHIP AND PLANNED ECONOMY DO NOT BY
themselves end exploitation of labour; nor do they
necessarily lead to an equal distribution of wealth.
Economic democracy is no more possible in the absence